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SUBJECT: THAI POLITICAL PARTY DEVELOPMENTS 

SUMMARY. FORMER AIR CHIEF MARSHAL THAWI CHUNLASAP ELECTED 
LEADER OF THE SOCIAL JUSTICE PARTY. FORMER LEADER THAWIT 
KLINPRATHUM BECOMES PARTY'S NEW SECRETARY 
GENERAL. SAWAT KHAMPRAKOP, MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH, 
ELECTED AS LEADER OF THE SOCIAL AGRARIAN PARTY. THAILAND'S 
TOP SINGER WILL RUN UNDER NEW FORCE PARTY BANNER. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . THE EXPECTED REORGANIZATION OF THE SOCIAL JUSTICE 
PARTY (SFP) IS TAKING PLACE. PRAMUAN KUNLAMAT, SJP MEM- 
BER AND FORMER DEPUTY SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES, CONFIRMED TO OUR CHIEF POLITICAL ASSISTANT THAT 
RETIRED AIR CHIEF MARSHAL THAWI CHUNLASAP WAS ELECTED 
LEADER OF THE SJP ON JANUARY 22. HE SUCCEEDS THAWIT 
KLINPRATHUM. MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND COOPERATIVES 
AND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, WHO BECOMES THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL. AT THE SAME TIME, FOUR LEADERS OF THE SJP, 

INCLUDING THREE CABINET MINISTERS, RESIGNED FROM THE 
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PARTY. THEY ARE POL. LT. COL. BUNLOET LOETPRICHA, FORMER 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE SJP AND DEPUTY MINISTER OF 
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INTERIOR; SURIN THEPKANCHANA, FORMER DEPUTY PARTY LEADER 
AND MINISTER OF INDUSTRY; THONG YOT CHITTAWIRA, FORMER 
DEPUTY PARTY LEADER AND MINISTER OF COMMERCE; AND CHUSIN 
KONAN, FORMER LEADER OF A FACTION IN THE SJP. TWELVE 
OTHER FORMER SJP MP'S ALSO ARE REPORTED TO HAVE RESIGNED 
FROM THE PARTY ON JANUARY 22. MOST OF THESE ARE EXPECTED 
TO JOIN THE SOCIAL ACTION PARTY OR THE THAI NATION PARTIES. 
ACCORDING TO THE NATION OF JANUARY 23 BUNLOET CLAIMED 
THAT SURIN. THONGYOT, CHUSIN AND HE HAD ALREADY JOINED 
THE SOCIAL ACTION PARTY. PRAMUAN KUNLAMAT ALSO SAID THAT 
HE AND PRASOET SUTBANTHAT, SJP MP FROM SARABURI. WOULD 
BECOME DEPUTY PARTY LEADERS OF THE SJP. 

2. SAWAT KHAMPRAKOP, MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND FORMER 
DEPUTY PARTY LEADER OF THE SOCIAL AGRARIAN PARTY, WAS 
ELECTED TO REPLACE SAWET PIAMPHONSOAN AS PARTY LXADER. 
SAWET JOINED THE DEMOCRAT PARTY TWO DAYS AGO. 

3. SUTHEP WONGKAMHAENG, THAILAND'S TOP SINGER. WILL 
APPARENTLY RUN IN THE APRIL 4 ELECTIONS AS A MEMBER OF 
THE NEW FORCE PARTY EITHER IN BANGKOK OR IN KORAT, HIS 
BIRTHPLACE. SUTHEP RAN FOR COUNCIL SEAT IN THE 
BANGKOK GUBERNATORIAL ELECTIONS LAST AUGUST BUT 
LOST. 
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